


























































Deadline
Update -
More
Meetings
Agriculture and
Transportation met jointly on
July 14. Members toured the
roadside rest area east of St.
James, met with citizens in
Windom and Butterfield, and
reviewed inspection of the
Butterfield overpass.
Appropriations/Education
Division toured facilities and
heard a presentation on the
hospital renewal project at
University Hospitals in
Minneapolis.
Appropriations/State
Departments Division met
July 14 and 15 in several areas
of Minnesota. Members met in
Dawson and in Cyrus to discuss
rail improvement projects;
viewed track conditions at
Dawson and Madison; toured
the proposed site of the
Mississippi Headwaters
Interpretive Center at Itasca
State Park; met with personnel
of West Central Minnesota
Television, KWCM TV, in
Appleton and Northern
Minnesota Public Television,
KAWE TV and KBSB radio in
Bemidji.
Approprations /State
Departments Division met
July 20-23 to check on park
improvements at state parks
along the North Shore; met
with park personnel at Isle
Royale. The division met Aug.
21 and 22 to visit the Forestry
Interpretive Center and the
DNR regional wood burning
facility near Grand Rapids.
The division also met on Sept.
26 to discuss LAC requests and
the issuance of certificates of
indebtedness. Representatives
from the Department of
Finance, the Crime Control
Planning Board, and the Iron
Range Resources and
Rehabilitation Board spoke.
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Health and Welfare/Health
Care subcommittee met July
29. Members heard from the
Citizens League on its report on
Chemical Dependency. The
report said the Legislature
should:
• consolidate chemical

dependency responsibilities
• review the current blood

alcohol content limit
• require certain professions to

receive education on CD
identification and referral

• consider medical care
assistance for general
assistance recipients at
primary and extended care
facilities

• give high priority to minority
groups

• encourage programs for
persons with chemical use
problems apart from
dependency.

JUdiciary met Aug. 14 to
discuss data privacy as it relates
to law enforcement. Editors and
reporters from area newspapers
expressed concern over the
difficulty they have had recently
in obtaining information on
police activities. Both the media
and law enforcement officials
said the data privacy law
relating to access to law
enforcement data is confusing
but are trying to work out
problems. Law enforcement
agencies differ on the
interpretation of the law.

Local and Urban Affairs met
Aug. 7. Ray Glumack from the
Metropolitan Airports
Commission told the committee
about the commission's plan to
defer certain bonding projects
and sell $24.5 million in bonds
to finance construction projects
for Republic Airlines.
The committee also heard from
the Metropolitan Council on the
feasibility study of light rail
transit. The council employed
consultants to complete the
study by March I, 1981.
The PCA and the Metropolitan
Waste Control Commission
(MWCq presented testimony
on a stipulation they entered
into governing air and water
quality at MWCC's main waste
treatment facility.

Local and Urban Affairs;
Taxes; Appropriations met
jointly in Hill City on Aug. 17­
19 to overview bonding issues.
Municipal bond firms, bond
attorneys, and government
officials provided information
on municipal finance and policy
issues.
Transportation met July I to
discuss specifications for
vehicles for transporting the '.
handicapped and the elderly.
Persons representing companies
which make the vehicles said
some specifications were
difficult to meet. A
representative from Courage
Center said the specifications
need improvements. An
employee from the Department
of Administration explained
how the department takes bids
on these vehicles.
Waste and Mismanagement
in Government - a new
House committee to study waste
and mismanagement in
government. Members are:
Reps. Randy Kelly, DFL-St.
Paul, chairman; Thomas
Berkelman, DFL-Duluth; Jim
Evans, IR-Detroit Lakes; Mary
Forsythe, IR-Edina; Dick
Kaley, IR-Rochester; Lona
Minne, DFL-Hibbing; Steve
Novak, DFL-New Brighton.
The committee met Aug. 26
with the Senate Governmental
Operations subcommittee on
Waste and Mismanagement.
They heard reports on the
Governor's Task Force on
Waste and Mismanagement in
effect under Governor Rudy
Perpich; preliminary agency
expenditures analysis; waste
reduction efforts in the
governor's office; improvements
in state government from the
Department of Administration.
The committee will be studying
the unclassified personnel
system, space, printing, and
computer operations.
The committee's Task Force
on Telecommunications and
Information Systems met
Sept. 16. The Legislative Audit
Commission reported on the
Information Services Bureau
(IS B) state computer center.
The audit commission's
Program Evaluation Division
did an evaluation of ISB.
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Commissions
The Joint House/Senate
Select Committee on
Transportation Financing
met Oct. 16 to hear from
Mnl DOT on highway budget
constraints, and from the
Federal Department of
Transportation on future federal
highway financing.

The Legislative Audit
Commission met Oct. 14 and
approved reports from the
subcommittee on Personnel and
the subcommittee on the
Auditor's Office. Members
discussed projects of the
Legislative Auditor's Office.

The Legislative Commission
on Pensions and Retirement
approved salary adjustments
and a proposed budget for the
next biennium. The commission
heard reports from the
Department of Corrections and
from retirement funds on Oct. \5.
The Legislative Coordinating
Commission met on Oct. I.
Members approved a report
from the subcommittee on
Salaries, approved certain
personnel matters, reviewed
budget process of legislative
commissions, and approved a
directive requiring commissions
to use the recommendations for
executive branch agencies in
preparing proposed budgets.

Workers Compensation
State Fund Legislative StUdy
Commission met on Oct. 7
and Oct. 21 to hear testimony
and analyses concerning the
state fund issue.

Motorcycle license
regulations change
Motorcycle operators now
receive licenses in two engine
size categories, public safety
administrator Harold Peterson
told the Safety and General
Transportation subcommittee.
Motorcyclists who test on a
motorcycle below 260 cubic
centimeters may operate only
vehicles below that size.
Peterson told the subcommittee
that he enacted the regulation
administratively after consulting
motorcycle riders' and dealers'
organizations. A witness from
the Minnesota Motorcycle
Dealers Association said he
supported the categorical
licenses. The subcommittee met
Sept. 23, and also discussed the
55 mph speed limit. See p. 4.
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Wild and scenic rivers
The Recreation and Open Space
subcommittee of Environment
and Natural Resources heard a
status report on the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Program. Paul
Swenson, Rivers Planning
Section, DNR, said LCMR
approved a Wild and Scenic
Rivers program which calls for
a statewide study of the
program and completion of the
studies of the Snake, Crow, and
Zumbro Rivers instead of
specific river studies.
Swenson said they have
temporarily suspended the
program because of controversy
over the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act. He said people aren't
opposed to the program, or to
the concept of the program, but
are opposed to government
control and regulations.
See p. 3 for the subcommittee's
discussion on the state park
system in Minnesota.

Teenage Pregnancy
The Social Services
subcommittee of Health and
Welfare met Oct. 16 to listen
to further testimony on the
issue of teenage pregnancy.
(See p. 12)
The Hennepin and Ramsey
County Welfare
Departments expressed
concern over the increasing
percentages of teens who are
keeping their babies and
living where they have no
supervision.
Kathleen Mumford,
Hennepin County, told of

Hennepin County's project
where social workers meet
with young mothers about
parenting skills. Social
workers encourage them to
raise their children where the
mother can get some help
and supervision e.g., foster
homes to protect the rights
of the infants.
Ramsey County works with
a program that gives support
to young mothers, but
Ramsey would like to
develop its own programs to
ensure that young mothers
are raising their children in
an atmosphere of constant
supervision. The idea being
that the teenager continues
to get parenting. Mary Ann
Jurney of the Ramsey
County Welfare Department
feels that their programs
need legislative assistance to
be effective. She feels teenage
mothers, 17 years and
younger, should not be living
and raising children on their
own.
Recommendations for
possible legislation from
public testimony center
around supervision for teen
mothers, a continuation of
birth notices to social
services, and a possible
change in the laws that
established AFDC (Financial
Aid for Families with
Dependent Children) grants
for eligible mothers of any
age.

Reapportionment
Oct. 16, the subcommittee on
Reapportionment met to
choose a supplier of
computer programs
(software) to use in the
redistricting of the state.
Members of this
subcommittee of the
Legislative Coordinating
Commission are Chairman
Steve Keefe, (DFL­
Minneapolis), Sen. Robert
Ashbach, (lR-St. Paul), Rep.
Ray Faricy, (DFL-St. Pau!),
and Rep. Gerald
Knickerbocker,
(lR-Minnetonka).
Over the summer, the group
of legislators met to build a
foundation for, and make
the first decisions on,
reapportioning Minnesota.
So far the subcommittee has
completed the groundwork
for the nine-member
bipartisan commission voters
would have to approve in the
general election on Nov. 4.
The subcommittee has
chosen a computer hardware
system which will be under
the operation of a state
planning agency, Land
Management. It has talked
about what information
should make up the database
and outlined the decisions
the elected commission will
make.

At the Oct. 16 meeting, the
subcommittee selected ABT
Associates, Inc. to handle the
necessary computer
technology. Details are still
in negotiation, but the
subcommittee chose ABT on
the basis of cost and
experience factors, and on
their existing programs.
The subcommittee will turn
over collected materials and
data to the Legislature for its
use in the redistricting
project if voters voted down
the bipartisan commission
amendment on Nov. 4 and
the reapportionment task
goes to the Legislature.

Rep. Lon Helnitz (IR-Wayzata) talked to the
Minnesota Senior Federation Workshop on
Lobbying In Oct. Helnltz, a six-term veteran
member of the House, served as speaker pro
tem during the 1979 session and, in 1980, on
the Financial Institutions/Insurance,
Governmental Operations, Health/Welfare,
Rules/Legislative Administration
Committees. The federation, gearing up for
Its legislative efforts for the upcoming 1981
session, used the workshop to Involve Its
members in following the legislative process
and to give them the how-to's of lobbying
for bills they want to become law.
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Publication of House Information Office
Rm 8 • State Capitol· St. Paul, Minnesota
55155· (612) 296-2146

GENERAL
INFORMATION
Proceedings in the House.
The Chief Clerk's Office can
answer your questions. The
office publishes the Journal of
the House, the official daily
record of legislative action.

The Legislature -
how it all works.

The House Information and
Chief Clerk's Offices can give
you general information. The
Information Office has
brochures on the process
including: Howa Bill Becomes a
Law; The Road to Minnesota
Laws, cartoon version of how a
bill becomes law; Citizen's ',.,.
Participation Course, test-
yourself quiz on the Legislature;
Joey's Visit, coloring book for
the very young.

Agendas of House action.
The Chief Clerk's Office has
copies of the Calendar, General
Orders, etc., schedules of House
floor action.

Where members
sit in the House Chamber.

The Information Office
publishes a Seating
Arrangement of the Minnesota
Legislature.

House employees.
You'll find this in the Staff
Telephone Directory and the
Official Directory available in
the Information Office.

Other areas of state governmenl.
The House Information Office
can direct you to the
appropriate place. The office
publishes the Three Branches of
Government, a wall chart
showing the structure of state
government.

COMMITTEES

summarizes new laws each
session. Contact the
Information Office to get on the
Session mailing list.

For commillee
meeting schedules.

Call (612) 296-9283, a 24-hour
hot line recording of daily
House meeting schedules (time,
place, and agendas). Senate hot
line: (612) 296-8088. The
Information Office and the
Chief Clerk's Office have copies
of daily schedules, Today.
The weekly schedule of
upcoming meetings is in the
Weekly Wrap-up.
Standing commillees and
commillee assignments.
These are in the Members
Directory and the Official
Directory.
Commillee action
during the session.
The Weekly Wrap-up reports on
what happened in committees
each week.
Commillee action
during the interim.

The House Information Office
summarizes what/happened in
committees during the interim
in the Interim magazine. (Same
mailing list as Session.)

Need a copy of a bill?
The Chief Clerk's Office can
give you copies of bills and
resolutions.
Need to know the status,
authors, or commillee
assignments of bills?
Call the House Index
Department. The information is
on computer, and includes
Journal page numbers of action
on bills.
Bill introductions.
The House Information Office
publishes bill introductions in
the Week~)I Wrap-up. If you
would like to be on the mailing
list for the Wrap-up, contact the
Information Office.
Bills on a specific topic,
or in a specific commillee.
The House Index Department
has lists of bills in each
committee and on specific
topics, e.g. environment, taxes,
education, etc. (175 topics) on
the CRT.
Which bills became law?
This is on the CRT in House
Index. Each week, the Wrap-up
gives the bills the governor
signed. The final issue
summarizes all bills the
Legislature passed during the
session. The Session magazine

Would you like a tour of the Capitol?
The Office of Educational Services, Rm 124-D, State Capitol, (612) 296-8081,
will arrange visits which highlight the work of the Legislature and its members,
for school groups, citizens' groups, and out-of-state visitors.
The Minnesota Historical Society provides tours. Groups of to or more should
schedule tours (612) 296-2881.

In the Senate
The Secretary of the Senate's Office (612) 296-2343 and Senate Index (612)
296-2887, Rm 23 I, State Capitol, provide services similar to the Chief Clerk's
Office and House Index.
The Senate Information Office, Rm B-29, State Capitol, (612) 296-0504,
provides services similar to those the House Information Offiers.

Chief Clerk's Office
Rm 211, State Capitol
(612) 296-2314

Where To Get Information
BILLS

House Information Office
Rm 9, State Capitol
SI. Paul, MN 55155
(612) 296-2146

LEGISLATORS

House Index Department
Rm 211, State Capitol
(612) 296-6646

Who represents you
at the State Capitol?
The House Information Office
can tell you. State maps of
legislative districts are also
available.
Legislators' districts, addresses,
phone numbers, biographical
informallon, and photos
The House and Senate publish
this in the Official Directory of
the Minnesota Legislature and
the Members Directory. You
can get copie's of these in the
House Information Office.
Information Office publications
are also available in the Chief
Clerk's Office.
What legislation did your
representative introduce?
Stop at the House Index
Department. They have a CRT
(Cathode Ray Tube) which
shows information on a
television-like screen. The CRT
lists each member and the bills
he/she sponsored in the current
session. Index staff will help you
use the CRT.
To contact your legislator,
address him/her as follows:
The Honorable (name),
Minnesota House of .
Representatives (or Minnesota
Senate) State Capitol, St. Paul,
MN 55155. Dear Representative
(or Senator) name.
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