


























































Minnesota's more than 500,000 boat owners will pay more for boat licenses begin­
ning in January of 1981. A new law (Ch. 568) raises three-year license fees on
watercraft.
Increases in fees range from $1 to $30 depending on the type, size, and use of the
watercraft. (See chart on fee increases.)
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Rep. Doug Carlson, IR-Sandstone, chief
author of the measure, said the increase in
fees will provide more money for counties.
License fees cover about one-third of the cost
of county water safety programs.
The present amount going to county boat
safety programs is about $275,000. Elverum
said the department expects the watercraft
license fee increases will generate an addi­
tional $600,000 to $650,000, increasing the
county program total to between $800,000
and $900,000.

According to the department, the temporary
rules will go into the State Register, June 23,
and then a 20-day comment period follows
when the public can submit - in writing ­
their objections. During that period of time,
the department can review and change the
rules. After the 20-day comment period, the
temporary rules go to the attorney general's
office for the attorney general's comment on
legality issues. If the attorney general
doesn't object, the temporary rules go into
effect for a maximum of 180 days.
Legislators who sponsored the law were criti­
cal of the temporary limit. During a May 23
press conference, Sen. Frank Knoll (DFL­
Mpls.) and Rep. Lee Greenfield (DFL­
Mpls.) said the vapor levels Pettersen's rules
allow could pose a "significant health haz­
ard, especially among the very young." They
said there is a documented case of an infant
death where formaldehyde vapors measured
at 0.29 parts per million, or about half the
allowable amount under the Health Depart­
ment's temporary recommendation.
Pettersen said the department will adopt per­
manent rules after they hold public hearings
later this year. He said evidence the depart­
ment collects at the hearings could lead to
permanent rules which would lower the
permissable level of formaldehyde.
- Susan J. Shepard
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That law requires the commissioner of
health, by May 24, 1980, to determine if
formaldehyde fumes pose a significant
health problem and, if so, to set rules "estab­
lishing standards governing the sale of build­
ing materials and housing units" containing
formaldehyde.
Beginning Jan. 1, 1981, the law prohibits the
sale of materials of housing units containing
urea formaldehyde unless the seller informs
the buyer of the danger - in writing.
Under the law, manufacturers of a product,
or builders of a housing unit, containing
materials with formalqehyde, will have to
"pay the reasonable cost of repair, or reloca­
tion' if a consumer can prove the housing
unit contains a significant level of the toxic
substance, has medical records related to
formaldehyde, and a statement from a physi­
cian that the consumer must vacate the
premises." These provisions were effective
immediately upon final enactment of the
law.
Late in May, Commissioner George Petter­
sen, announced temporary rules regulating
the use of building materials which give off
the vapor. The commissioner said he is rec­
ommending the enforcement of a temporary
limit of 0.5 parts per million of urea formal­
dehyde vapor in new houses and mobile
homes.
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Revenue increases
State revenues from boat licenses will
increase by an estimated $1.3 million. Kim
Elverum, Boat and Water Safety Section,
Department of Natural Resources, said boat
license fee revenues go to the state's general
fund. DNR then requests money for boat
safety through the legislative appropriations
process and allocates those funds to counties.
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County watercraft safety programs
"The allocations to counties for watercraft
safety are based primarily on the water sur­
face in the county," Elverum said of the pre­
sent allocation process. A House researcher
said the criteria which will go into Minne­
sota Statutes is similar to that DNR uses
now.
The new law provides a formula for allocat­
ing boat safety funds to counties, basing it
on:
• the number of watercraft using the county's

waters;
• the number of watercraft using specific

bodies of water in relation to the size of the
waterbody, and the type, size and speed of
the watercraft;

• the acres of water within the county;
• the past performance of the county for boat

and water safety;
• special considerations the commissioner of

DNR may determine.
Elverum said the DNR has studied water
usage. "Many people buy licenses in the
urban areas, but use the boats at a cabin or
resort area. There's a high usage rate in Min­
nesota's vacation areas. But, we've also
found a lot of activity in the metro area."
According to Elverum, the department is
beginning a study of traffic and watercraft
usage patterns of vacationers from other
states.
To receive the funds, counties submit a
budget to DNR each biennium. The budget
includes proposed water and boat safety and
enforcement activities. The commissioner
reviews these proposals and adds county
requests to the department's budget. Under
present law, the commissioner can't request
more than 75 percent of the money the
department expects the state to receive from
watercraft license sales during the biennium.
Ch. 568 removes the 75 percent limit.
The commissioner can withhold up to
$25,000 of the money the department
receives each biennium for watercraft safety.
This money would go for emergency aid to
counties that have special boat safety
problems.
If a county doesn't submit a boat safety
budget, or doesn't provide an adequate pro­
gram, the commissioner may take back all or
part of the funds that went to the county.
This money would then go to the DNR or to
a political subdivision within the county to
provide the watercraft safety program.

Other provisions in Ch. 568
Watercraft capacity: after Dec. 31, 1980,
manufacturers of watercraft under 20 feet,
except canoes, kayaks, sailboats, and
sailboards, must permanently affix a plate to
the watercraft stating the maximum safe
carrying and power capacity of the water­
craft. The commissioner of DNR will set
specifications according to U.s. Coast Guard
standards.
Life preservers: watercraft operators must
equip the craft with the number and type of
life preservers the commissioner prescribes.
The commissioner will set standards through
department rules using U.S. Coast Guard
guidelines. Elverum said the standards will
be similar to present standards.
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Motorboat noise limits
Another new law, Ch. 530, prohibits people
from operating motorboats that exceed noise
limits.
For marine engines or motorboats with man­
ufacture dates before Jan. I, 1982, noise
levels cannot exceed 84 decibels measurable
at a distance of 50 feet from the motorboat.
For marine engines or motorboats manufac­
turers make after Jan. 1, 1982, noise levels
can't be over 82 decibels from 50 feet away.
The law excludes marine engines or motor­
boats if the operator receives a permit for a
marine event, regatta or race. The permit
will designate the time and the area where
the operator may use the craft.
DNR received $30,000 to purchase motor­
boat noise monitoring equipment and pro­
vide training for county sheriffs in the use of
the equipment and enforcement of noise
limits.
Noise limits will not affect most motorboats,
according to Rep. Michael Sieben, DFL­
Newport, House sponsor of the bill. The
main problem is jet boats that have an
above-water exhaust system.
Elverum said problems with motorboat noise
concentrate in the metropolitan area around
the St. Croix River and Lake Minnetonka.
He said, "We've also held public hearings in
other parts of the state having problems, like
Gull Lake near Brainerd."
The department has started training and
enforcement programs in the metropolitan
area and will next move to vacation areas of
the state. The department has pur·chased six
noise monitoring devices for enforcing the
law. "We'll see if we need more devices as the
program progresses," Elverum said.

In a recent release, the Department of Natural
Resources reminded boaters and fishermen that
they must use proper lights on their boats after
sunset.

All boats must display lights from sunset to sun­
rise while on the water. Motorboats under 26 feet,
including fishing craft, must display a red and
green bow light and a white stern light, when mov­
ing. If anchored, the watercraft only needs a white
light visible from all directions.

Non-motorized craft (canoes, sailboats, etc.) need
only a white light, whether in motion or anchored.

Kim Elverum noted that inexpensive battery-pow­
ered lights are available for fishermen who do not
have an electrical system on their boat.

Alcohol or controlled substances: the
law prohibits people from operating a water­
craft while under the influence of alcohol or
a controlled substance. Previous language
used the terms intoxicating liquor, narcotic,
and habit-forming drugs.
Sound-producing devices: motorboats 16
feet or longer must have sound-producing
devices. The operator of the boat shall sound
the devices only when necessary to insure
safe operation of the craft.
Backfire devices: it is unlawful to use
motors, other than detachable outboard
motors, on watercraft, unless the carburetor
has a U.S. Coast Guard approved device for
arresting or safely deflecting backfire.
-Jean Mehle
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Trunk
Highway Bonds

III. HIGHWAY BONDS:
REMOVAL OF CERTAIN
RESTRICTIONS.
Shall the Minnesota Constitu­
tion be amended to remove
restrictions on the interest
rate for, and the amount of
trunk highway bonds?

Notaries Public

V. NOTARIES PUBLIC:
REMOVAL OF SENATE
APPROVAL.
Shall the Minnesota Constitu­
tion be amended to remove
the requirement that notaries
public be approved by the
Senate?

Effect of the Amendment
The constitution limits trunk highway bond
indebtedness and limits the interest rate on
the bonds.
Voter approval of the amendment (p. 15)
would give the Legislature more flexibility to
borrow money for trunk highway construc­
tion and maintenance. Because of rising
costs and set revenues, the state is having,
difficulty in meeting highway needs.
Approval would allow interest higher than
five percent on public bonds. Of the $50 mil­
lion in trunk highway bonds the 1977 Legis­
lature authorized, the state has been unable
to sell $19 million. Investors haven't been
purchasing bonds with interest rates less
than six percent.
Although passage of the amendment would
remove the limits, only the Legislature can
authorize bond issues through state law. The
Legislature would also need to amend state
law to allow the state to pay higher interest
on the trunk highway bonds.

History
In 1956, Article XIV of the Minnesota Con­
stitution created the Highway User Tax Dis­
tribution Fund which provides money for

The Amendment
If Minnesota voters approve this amend­
ment, notaries public the governor appoints
would no longer need Senate approval.
The governor has appointed notaries public
and the Senate has approved those appoint­
ments. Since adoption of the original
constitution.

Becoming a Notary Public
Anyone wanting to become a notary public
would get an application from the governor's
office and submit that application for
approval to the notary office of the Depart­
ment of Commerce, a state agency under the
executive branch of state government. The
applicant for notary public then receives an
application from the notary office and sends
that back with a personal security bond for
$2,000. This costs the individual about $20.

trunk highways and local roads and streets.
The money comes from the motor fuel tax
and motor vehicle license fees. The Legisla­
ture raised the tax on motor fuel from 9 cents
to 11 cents during the 1980 session.
These revenues go to several funds. The
trunk highway fund receives 62 percent, the
county state-aid highway fund receives 29
percent, and the municipal state-aid street
fund receives 9 percent.
The Constitution allows the state to issue
trunk highway bonds to provide additional
funds for trunk highways. The trunk high­
way fund repays these bonds. The constitu­
tion limits the indebtedness of the trunk
highway fund to $150 million and sets the
maximum interest on bonds at five percent.
The indebtedness and the interest rates are
the provisions the amendment would change.
In the 1976 general election, Minnesota vot­
ers defeated an amendment which contained
these provisions and included a provision
which would have put revenue increases
from the motor fuel tax into the state general
fund instead of the dedicated highway fund.
The 1980 amendment deals only with bonds
and doesn't change the dedication of funds.

When the notary office accepts the applica­
tion, they send the applicant a notary com­
mission. The applicant takes the commission
to the clerk of court in the county where
he/she lives. The clerk of court files the
applicant's signature. The person is then a
notary public and must purchase a rubber
stamp or an embossing seal. The notary com­
mission is legal for seven years minus one
day from the date the notary office issues it.
Notaries public witness signatures. The
notary's stamp on a document means the
person who signed the document is who
he/she claims to be, and he/she signed the
document in the presence 0 the notary.
The notary office annually submits a com­
puter list of eligible applicants to the Senate
for approval. The annual list consists of
about 5,000 names.
If the voters approve the constitutional
amendment the Senate would no longer get
the annual list for approval.
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