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that we can't house, we explore any other possible alternatives. We try to see if they
could stay with friends or relatives for a day or two. In most cases, when the women
have children, it's hard to find a place to stay for a month or two. If a woman can't find
someone to stay with, we ask her to call back; and we give her the numbers of any
possible shelter that may be able to take her in.

"Our last back-up is Emergency Social Services, which is an after-hours emergency
service the Welfare Department runs. They put a woman and her children in a down­
town hotel for one night. If there is absolutely nothing else, and she's in immediate
danger, we'll try to arrange that; but its not a good alternative. When a person is
frightened and depressed and has small children, a hotel is a very alone and depressing
place to go in a crisis situation.

"We try to make sure that no one who is in immediate danger is simply left there with
nowhere to go. It's frustrating, because there are so few resources and shelters are
always, always filled. It's almost pointless to hand off our referrals to another shelter,
because we know they are filled, too.

DOMESTIC ASSAULT

"From what we see, the domestic assault law is simply' not being used. There seems to
be some confusion about it. I've heard of some cases, like one in Duluth, where a police
officer used it; and it worked very well. Our experience is that it isn't being enforced. I
think, there needs to be training and community education about the law.

"This session we're interested in taking off some of the amendments that were put on the
bill in the last few hours of the '78 session. One amendment refers to the fact that the
person must be arrested within four hours of the incident, and another says the arrest
must take place at his residence. This in a sense, makes the bill ineffective in some
circumstances.

"We're also concerned about the physical impairment amendment. It's listed as visible
physical impairment. Many times bruises don't show up immediately, and they may
not be visible. The woman may not be in a mental state to take off her clothes to show a
visible wound. We hope the Legislature will look at these three amendments this
session. Clarifying the domestic assault law is important, but I think training and
education about the law are necessary so police officers know the law is there and have
a clear picture from their administration of how it can be used."

The Domestic Assault Law allows a police officer to arrest a person who has assaulted
his or her spouse. The officer can make the arrest without a warrant if the officer
observed a recent physical injury. The arrest can take place only at the person's
residence. The law allows the officer in charge of the police station or the county
sherriff's office to hold the arrested person for up to 24 hours if the officer believes the
individual may cause more harm to the spouse. The law provides for judicial review
after detention.

CHILD ABUSE

The 1978 amendment to the "Child abuse
reporting law" (Ch. 755) includes neglect
in the law. It requires those who must
report child abuse to also report child neg­
lect. The law defines neglect as failure by a
parent, guardian or other person responsi­
ble for a child's care to supply a child's
clothing, food, shelter, or other required
parental care when reasonably able to do
so.

Local welfare agencies, after receiving a
report of possible abuse, neglect, or juve­
nile prostitution, must notify the police
department or local sheriff. The law pro­
vides immunity from liability to those per­
sons who voluntarily make child abuse,
neglect reports.
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" .. .And still the speakership remains unsettled. The Republicans
with their forty-one votes stand firmly behind Frank E. Searle, and
await developments. The Democrats and the Alliance are working and
perspiring with a view to evolve some kind of an agreement upon
which they can cooperate in the organization ofthe House . .. Up to a
late hour last night, their travail had been in vain ... instead of
drawing nearer together, they are now further apart than they were on
Monday. "

ST. PAUL PIONEER PRESS, JAN. 3,1891

"Members of the state legislature will assemble at noon today in the
Capitol in St. Paul. The house will be called to order by the secretary
ofstate, but whether that body will succeed in perfecting an organiza­
tion before the day closes is doubtful. The matter oforganization is
an intricate mixture, and what will come out of it is hard to tell."

MINNEAPOUS TRIBUNE, JAN. 6, 1891

"The Minnesota House ofRepresentatives will be divided between 67
DFLers and 67 Independent-Republicans when it convenes ...
Whether it stands or falls rests largely on the shoulders ofReps. Irv
Anderson and Rod Searle, the leaders of the House DFL and IR
caucuses, respectively ... The House cannot conduct any business
until a speaker and committees are appointed and the chamber is
organized . .. So far, the two leaders have not been able to hammer
out an agreement at the bargaining table."

ST. PAUL DISPATCH JAN. 1, 1979

In 1891, the problem was not an even split of membership between two
major parties, as in 1979, but the appearance of a strong third party
that delayed the organization of the Legislature for the upcoming
session.
In the 1890 election, a new Alliance Party, representing the discontent
among farmers in the state, made a surprising showing. About a third
of the members of the new Legislature were Alliance men, enough to
prevent the organization of that body by either the Democrats or the
Republicans. The Legislature convened on Jan. 6 with the deadlock still
unresolved in both the Senate and the House. But before the end of the
day, a coalition of the Democrats and Alliance members took control
of the Senate and elected a secretary of the Senate.
As a result of this coalition of the two parties, the lieutenant governor
lost his customary power to appoint committees. Six committee chair­
manships went to Alliance senators; thirteen to Democrats, with
detailed arrangements for the division of legislative patronage.
A similar coalition finally organized the House, but there was no
agreement until the third day of the session. The biggest difficulties
were over the speakership and the post of chief clerk.
On January 8, a compromise gave the speakership to the Democrat­
Alliance "combine", the chief clerk post to the Republicans, and dis­
tributed the committee chairmanships equally.
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