























“...And still the speakership remains unsettled. The Republicans
with their forty-one votes stand firmly behind Frank E. Searle, and
await developments. The Democrats and the Alliance are working and
perspiring with a view to evolve some kind of an agreement upon
which they can cooperate in the organization of the House...Up to a
late hour last night, their travail had been in vain...instead of
drawing nearer together, they are now further apart than they were on
Monday. ”

ST. PAUL PIONEER PRESS, JAN. 3, 1891

“Members of the state legislature will assemble at noon today in the
Capitol in St. Paul. The house will be called to order by the secretary
of state, but whether that body will succeed in perfecting an organiza-
tion before the day closes is doubtful. The matter of organization is
an intricate mixture, and what will come out of it is hard to tell.”

MINNEAPOLIS TRIBUNE, JAN. 6, 1891

“The Minnesota House of Representatives will be divided between 67
DFLers and 67 Independent-Republicans when it convenes. . .
Whether it stands or falls rests largely on the shoulders of Reps. Iry
Anderson and Rod Searle, the leaders of the House DFL and IR
caucuses, respectively...The House cannot conduct any business
until a speaker and committees are appointed and the chamber is
organized. .. So far, the two leaders have not been able to hammer
out an agreement at the bargaining table.”

ST. PAUL DISPATCH JAN. 1, 1979

In 1891, the problem was not an even split of membership between two
major parties, as in 1979, but the appearance of a strong third party
that delayed the organization of the Legislature for the upcoming
session.

In the 1890 election, a new Alliance Party, representing the discontent
among farmers in the state, made a surprising showing. About a third
of the members of the new Legislature were Alliance men, enough to
prevent the organization of that body by either the Democrats or the
Republicans. The Legislature convened on Jan. 6 with the deadlock still
unresolved in both the Senate and the House. But before the end of the
day, a coalition of the Democrats and Alliance members took control
of the Senate and elected a secretary of the Senate.

As a result of this coalition of the two parties, the lieutenant governor
lost his customary power to appoint committees. Six committee chair-
manships went to Alliance senators; thirteen to Democrats, with
detailed arrangements for the division of legislative patronage.

A similar coalition finally organized the House, but there was no
agreement until the third day of the session. The biggest difficulties
were over the speakership and the post of chief clerk.

On January 8, a compromise gave the speakership to the Democrat-
Alliance “combine”, the chief clerk post to the Republicans, and dis-
tributed the committee chairmanships equally.
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Committees &
Committee
Chairmen

For a list of members on each
committee and each member’s
committee assignments, write
or call, House Information (612)
296-2146.

Enter the
“There Ought to be a Law”’
Essay Contest Now

The fourth annual Minnesota
House of Representatives Junior
High School Essay Contest is on.
Every junior high school student
in Minnesota qualifies. For com-
plete contest rules, write to the
House Information Office, Room
8, State Capitol, St. Paul, MN
55155, or call, (612) 296-2146.

Committees:

AGRICULTURE
APPROPRIATIONS .
Education Division
Health, Welfare, &
Corrections Division
Semi-State Division
State Departments
Division
COMMERCE, ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT, & HOUSING

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

EDUCATION
Schools Aids D|V|$|on
Higher Education Division .

ENERGY & UTILITIES

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL
RESOURCES .

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS &
INSURANCE .

GENERAL LEGISLATION &
VETERANS AFFAIRS

GOVERNMENTAL
OPERATIONS

HEALTH & WELFARE .
_JUDICIARY :
' LABOR/MANAGEMENT

RELATIONS .
LOCAL & URBAN AFFAIRS

RULES AND LEGISLATIVE
ADMINISTRATION

TAXES .
Property and Natural
Resources Tax Division
Income and Sales Tax
Division
TRANSPORTATION

committee chairmen:

George Mann, DFL-Windom

Fred Norton, DFL-St. Paul
Wendell Erickson, IR-Hills

Mary Forsythe, IR-Edina
William Dean, IR-Mpls.

Delbert Anderson, IR-Starbuck

John Biersdorf, IR-Owatonna
Robert Pavlak, IR-St. Paul

Carl Johnson, DFL-St. Peter
Willis Eken, DFL-Twin Valiey
Kenneth Zubay, IR-Rochester

Richard Wigley, IR-Lake Crystal
Willard Munger, DFL-Duluth

Bernard Brinkman, DFL-
Richmond

James Swanson, DFL-Richfield

Stanley Enebo, DFL-Mpls.
Joseph Niehaus, IR-Sauk Center
Ray Faricy, DFL-St. Paul

‘James Rice, DFL-Mpls.

Ray Pleasant, IR-Bloomington

Irvin Anderson, DFL-
International Falls

Harry Sieben, DFL-Hastings
Adolph Kvam, IR-Litchfield

Bob Searles, IR-Wayzata
Stanley Fudro, DFL-Mpls.
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