






























































new laws

Chapter 739 (HF474-Kahn), effective as law
August 1, 1978, will provide a series of updated
regulations for vehicles - bicycles in particular. In
addition to the rules we picture, the law will:

o require bicycles at night to have a front lamp
visible from at least 500 feet and a rear reflector
visible from at least 100 feet.

« require bicycle operators to equip baby carriers
with a harness to hold the child securely and pro-
tect the child’s feet from hitting the spokes of the
wheel.

« prohibit riders of bicycles, coasters, roller skates,

toboggans, sleds, skateboards, or toy vehicles may prohibit bicycles frof

from attaching themselves or their vehicles to walkways.
other vehicles on roadways.
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= extends his/her arm hori-
< zontally in the direction of
a turn.

e prohibit motor vehicles from using bicycle lanes,
except to park, to enter or leave a highway, or to
turn.

e require pedestrians to yield to vehicles when
crossing roadways at unmarked locations.

Chapter 554 (HF1713-H. Sieben) transfers the con-
trol of the Hastings State Hospital campus to the
Department of Veterans Affairs. The law directed
the commissioner of veterans affairs to establish a
veterans home of up to 150 beds. Rep. Harry
Sieben, author of the bill, and Rep. Kenneth
McDonald (at right) participated in the opening
ceremony for the new Veterans Hospital.
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Summer in Minnesota brings visitors to the Minnesota Capitol
Srom all parts of the world to view the majestic structure that is a
tribute to the spirit and determination of people working through the
legislative process.

It began in 1891 when the continued movement of people into the
young state, and the increased demands of a representative
government, outgrew Minnesota’s statehouse. The Legislature
appointed a committee to study the need for a new building.

In 1983, with the national economy slipping into a depression, the
people of the state, at the recommendation of the legislative
committee, began construction. The base figure was to be not less
than 32 million.

Channing Seabury, a St. Paul businessman, serving his state
without pay, headed a seven-man commission and guided the
building of the Capitol through six legislative sessions and five
different governors — supporting the vision of architect Cass
Gilbert. He buffeted the political storms for Gilbert when battles
over choices of contractors and materials, requests for more money,
and the watchdog editorials of the press rocked the ship of state.

Going to the Legislature, from time to time, with requests that
totaled a 125 percent increase ovey the original appropriation wasn’t
easy. It was a wearying Seabury who, in 1903, took to the elected
body what he told Gilbert must be his final request for money.
Gilbert had asked for an additional $1,500,000 to finish the Capitol
in an “absolutely first class manner”.

Challenging the request, outstate legislators, at the editorial urging
of the Minneapolis Journal, asked for an audit of the Capitol
Commission’s books. Seabury replied that he was happy to have such
an audit and was surprised the Legislature had not requested it
earlier.

The result was a costly delay in construction plans, and the passage
of the appropriation on a 103 to 5 vote. It was a victory for
Channing—and for Gilbert—who turned immediately to the fivst
class finishing of the Capitol.

Awaiting the additional money were the statues at the base of the
Capitol’s dome, and the quadriga (gold horses). Just forty-six days
after the final funding bill passed, Gilbert commissioned sculptors,
French and Potter, to do the quadriga.

The artists entitled the impressive copper and gold leaf statuary
“Progress of the State,” symbolic of mankind’s advance toward
prosperity — and the success of a people and a process.

The Capitol opened to the public on January 2, 1905; the Legislature
occupied it for the first time in that same month. The entire cost,
including all expenses and furnishings, was $4,458,628.27. The sum
of $41,371.73 remained unspent, a fact which must have pleased
Channing Seaburg, — who during the battle for the final
appropriation had said, “just now I am not enjoying life”.
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other
Interim
meetings

CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE
Juvenile Delinquency & Corrections
Wednesday, May 17

Agenda: report from research staff on
recent legislation relating to youth; testi-
mony from Pat Mack, Assistant Commis-
sioner of Corrections and Jay Lindgren,
Director of the Department of Corrections’
program for serious juvenile offenders; con-
siderations for interim study.

Criminal Laws & Procedures
Tuesday, June 6

Agenda: hearings on grand jury reform.

EDUCATION

Mandated Programs subcommittee
Thursday, June 15

Agenda: report from the Department of

Education on their efforts to reduce the-

amount of reporting local school districts
must do.

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL
RESOURCES

Game & Fish subcommittee

Tuesday, May 16

Agenda: HAB94  (Biersdorf, IR-

Owatonna) — a proposal to study the devel-

opment of an adult hunter education pro-

gram; discussion of general game and fish

subjects of interest to area residents. Meet-

ing place: Waseca.

Recreation & Open Space
subcommittee

Tuesday, May 30

Agenda: HABI104 (Clawson, DFL-Center

City) — a proposal for a review of the Fed-

cral St. Croix Wild and Scenic River Pro-

ject. Meeting place: Taylors Falls, Minn.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS &
INSURANCE

Tuesday, May 2

Agenda: HAB98 (Kelly, R., DFL-St.
Paul) — a proposal to study the structures
and powers of financial institutions.

Insurance subcommittee

Thursday, May 25

Agenda: HF189 (Casserly, DFL-Minne-
apolis) — would prohibit redlining in home-
owner’s fire and liability insurance.

GENERAL LEGISLATION & VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS

National Guard Airwing Siting Task
Force

Monday, May 8

Agenda: a study of possible sites for the

Airwing of the Army National Guard.

Members of the task force are: Richard Kos-

tohryz (DFL-N. St. Paul), Tony Onnen (IR-

Cokato), Arlene Lehto (DFL-Duluth),

James Rice (DFL-Mpls.). The Chairman is

Paul McCarron (DFL-Spring Lake Park).

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

Internal State Government Operations
Policies subcommittee

Monday, May 1

Agenda: discussion of interim study

proposals.

Friday, June 16

Agenda: report from the Advisory Council
to the Department of Natural Resources;
discussion of whether conservation officers
should have peace officer powers.

HEALTH & WELFARE
Departmental Affairs subcommittee
Tuesday, April 18

Agenda: public hearings and meetings
with St. Louis County social services officials
and Carlton County human services officials.
Meeting places: Duluth and Cloquet, Minn.

Tuesday, May 16

Agenda: review of Pipestone County wel-
fare services and Yellow Medicine County
social services. Meeting places: Pipestone
and Granite Falls, Minn.

Health Care subcommittee
Tuesday, June 6

Agenda: hearing on the interrelationship
of the chiropractic and medical professions.

Tuesday, June 13

Agenda: testimony from the State Board
of Medical Examiners, State Board of Chi-
ropractic Examiners, and the Minnesota
Chapter of the American Physical Therapy
Association on the scope of chiropractic
practice.

Health Care Cost subcommittee
Friday, June 16

"Agenda; review of the regulation of ambu-

lance services.

Social Services subcommittee

Tuesday, June 13

Agenda: report from State Demographer
Hazcel Reinhardt and second organizational
meeting for the task forces studying welfare
reform.

LOCAL & URBAN AFFAIRS
Governmental Administration

Monday, June 12

Discussion: legal publication requirements
for local governmental units. Meeting place:
Brainerd.

RULES & LEGISLATION
ADMINISTRATION

Rules & Procedures subcommittee

Wednesday, June 14

Agenda: discussion of selection of chair-

men, committee assignments, elected rules

committee and reference of bills to standing

committees.

TAXES
Tax Exempt Property subcommittee

Agenda: tour and hearings on state forest
property. Meeting place: Walker, Minn.

SELECT HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
ENERGY

Tuesday, June 8

Agenda:  Minnesota Energy Agency pres-
entation; discussion of energy and the econ-
omy, alternative sources of energy, energy
costs and pricing; select committee
organization.

Wednesday, June 14

Agenda: update of national energy legisla-

tion and energy legislation in other states;

testimony on the Mid-American Solar

Energy Complex. (See next issue of Interim
for feature on energy.)






