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FLORIDA

Constitution of Florida
Article 3, Section 2 When 20% of the members of the Legisla-
ture sha!l execute in writing and file with the Secretary of State,
various certificates that conditions warrant the convening of the
Legislature into Extra Session, the Secretary of State shall,
within 7 days after receiving the requisite number of such certifi­
cates, poll the members of the Legislature, and upon the affirma­
tive vote of 3/5's of the members of both Houses, shall forthwith
fix the day and hour for convening Duch Extra Session. Notice
thereof shall be given each member after receiving the requisite
number of said certificates. The time for convening of said
Session shall be not less than 14 days nor more than 21 days from
the date of mailing said notices.

GEORGIA

Constitution of Georgia
Article 5, Paragraph 13 When 3/5's of the members elected to
the House of Representatives and 3/5's of the members elected to
the Senate shall certify to the Governor of the State of Georgia
that in their opinion an emergency exists in the affairs of the
State of Georgia, it shall thereupon be the duty of said Governor
and mandatory upon him, within 5 days from the receipt of such
certificate or certificates, to convene said General Assembly in
Extra-Ordinary Session for all purposes. If the Governor does
not convene the General Assembly within the five days, the General
Assembly may convene itself in Extra-Ordinary Session.

HAWAII

Hawaii Constitution
Article 3, Section 17 The Governor shall have 45 days, after
the adjournment of' tlie Legislature sine die, to consider bills
presented to him less than 10 days before such adjournment, or
presented after adjournment, and any such bill shall become law
on the 45th day unless the Governor by proclamation shall have
given 10 days notice to the Legislature that he plans to return
such bill with his objections on that day. The Legislature may
convene at or before noon on the J~5th day in Special Session,
without call, for the sole purpose of acting upon any such bill
returned by the Governor.
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LOUISIANA

Louisiana Constitution
Article 3, Section 8 Any proposal to call or convene a Special
Session of the Legislature within 30 days prior to the convening
of the Budget Session or within 30 days after its adjournment
sine die and any proposal to extend the Budget Session to matters
other than those enumerated in this paragraph whether proposed by
the Governor or the Legislature shall require the consent of 3/4's
of the elected members of each House.

MASSACHUSETTS

Constitution of Massachusetts
Chapter 1, Section 1, Article 1 The Legislative Body shall
assemble every year on the last Wednesday in May and such other
times as they shall judge necessary; and shall dissolve and be
dissolved on the day next preceeding the said last Wednesday in May.

NEBRASKA

Nebraska Laws
Section 50-125 Whenever 10 or more members of the Legislature
shall lodge with the Secretary of State a positive statement in
writing, over their signatures respectfully, setting forth the
purpose or purposes for which said Legislature is convened as
required by Section 50-124, requesting that the Legislature meet
in Special Session, the Secretary of State shall forthwith certify
to each of the other members of the Legislature, the fact that 10
or more members have lodged such statements with him and the
object or objects of calling such Session. If within 10 days
thereafter an additional number of members of the Legislature,
sufficient to make 29 or more, shall lodge statements in like
manner as aforementioned with the Secretary of State, requesting
that the Legislature meet in Special Session, the Secretary of
State shall forthwith certify to the Governor the fact that 29 or
more of such members have lodged said statements with him and the
object/objects of calling such Session. Thereupon the Governor
shall by proclamation stating therein the purpose or purposes for
which it is called convene the Legislature to meet in Special
Session in five days after receipt of said certificate from the
Secretary of State.



New Hampshire Ste,tutes
Chapter 16 ':Phere shall be filed '\:lith the Secretary of State
a petition' for tl1e calling of 8, Specie.l Session of the General
Court wY;,ieh petition shall be signed by not less than 50 members
of the House of Representatives> not more than 10 of whom shall
reside in the same county, and signed by not less than 8 members
of the Senate 0 Said petition shall state the reason or reasons
why the public welfare requires a Special Session of the General
Court. Upon receiving such pc(~ition, the Secretary of State shall
forthwith mail 0.. copy thereof to each member of the General Court
together with a ballot r~on ~lich shall be stated the following
question: tlAl'e you of the opinion that the General Court shall
meet in Special SesfJion? If If llitl1in 10 days after the date of
mailing of s8,id ballot by ths Sec.retary of State a majority of
the members of the House a..no. 8.. majority of the members of the
Senate shall return caid to,llot marl<::ed in the affirmative, the
General Court shall be called in Special Session. Upon receipt
of the affirmative votes above lneq'tJ.ired, the Secretary of state
shall set a day for the convening of the General Court which day
shall not be more than 15 cJ.8,yS thereafter and notice thereof shall
be sent by tho Sccretary of State to each member of both Houses.

NEW JERSEY

New Jersey Consti'cntion
Article 4, Section 1, P2,ragraph 4 Special Sessions of the
Legislat.ure shall '6e-ca.TlecToy-'·Cl1e Governor upon petition of a
majority of all the member::" of eo.ch House and may be called by
the Governor vThe~1ever in his opinion t.ho public interests shall
require 0

HEW j'1EXICO

Constitution of New Mexico
Article 4, Section 6 Speciel Session8 of the Legislature may be
calIea by-The (hj:-ier'no'r p but no bU81.n808 shall be transacted except
such as relates to the oh;j ect specified in his proclamation. Pro­
Vided, however, that vlhen 3/5' 8 of -;;11e members elected to the House
of Representatives and 3/5'[1 of the members elected to the Senate
shall certify to the Governor of the Ste;te of New Mexico that in
their opinion an emergenc.y 8xists in the affairs of the State of
New Mexico, it shall thereu},.on be the duty of said Governor and
mandatory upon him, within 5 days from the receipt of such certif­
icate or ceJ:'tific8,tes, to convene sa.id Legislature in Extra-Ordinary
Session for all puxposes; and in the event said Governor shall fail
or refuse to convene said Legislature as therefore said, then and
in that event sD,id Legislature may convene itself in Extra-Ordinary
Session as if convened in regular Se3siono
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TENNESSEE

Constitution of Tennessee
Article 2, Section 8 It shall be convened at other times by the
Governor as providea in Article 3, Section 9, or by the Presiding
Officers of both Houses at the written request of 2/3's of the
members of each HouseD

VIRGINIA

Virginia Statutes
Section 30-3 Whenever 2/3's of the members of both Houses of
the Genera:r-Assembly shall, after their adjournment sine die,
desire to convene the same in conformity to the Constitution, they
shall make application in writing to the Governor over their sig­
natures, and this shall be deemed by a proper application. He
shall thereupon convene the General Assembly, at such time and
place as shall be designated by the application; or, if the time
and place be not so designated, then at such convenient and
reasonable time and place as he shall appoint.

WEST VIRGINIA

Constitution of West Virginia
Article 6, Section 19 The Governor may convene the Legislature
by proclamation whenever, in his opinion, the public safety or
welfare shall require it. It shall be his duty to convene it,
on application in writing, of 3/5's of the members elected to
each House.




