




















Ron Eibensteiner, president of Mirror Technologies of Roseville,

a manufacturer of ' peripheral equipment for computers;

Kay Fredericks, p~esident of Trend Enterprises, which designs
~

and manufactures educational products.

Will you people stand up and be recognized. These people

represent the future of our state, and there are many more like them.

What will it take for businesses like these to.succeed, and for

more just like them to grow?

Before we do anything, we must get the fiscal crisis' behind'~.us,
~.

by reforming workers comp and the co~ercial~indu~trialproperty tax

system.

Beyond that, we need to create a competitive environment, an

environment that is at least com~etitive with states with whom we

share a border.

Last fall the people of Minnesota chose us to be their agents of

change. We intend to fUlfill,.:that legacy. Now I would like to touch
...-..-,-......-

on a few of our priorities.
,-

within state government, we intend,to create a climate where

there is equal opportunity for all Minnesotans. We have asked Linda

Barton, Commissioner of Employee Relations, to begin immediately to

develop a training program for all state employees to increase

awareness and sensitivity to human rights issues. Let no one think

for one moment that enduring sexual harassment falls withintne'scope

of ,their employment. It does not.

When it comes to the environment, we need to start with the

,notion that we are stewards of our land. Our children deserve.to
. - :::, ...~~_ ......:...._-,........-.....__.~-"..,._-;.-;..,_..... -"

inherit a state which reflects care and respect for the environment.
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Our priority this session will be to work for passage of the
0-

no-net-loss wetlands bill. This is not a new proposal, but it is one

that has never reached the Governor's desk to be signed into law.

We stand herb tonight to tell you that we suppor~'the

no-net-~oss wetlands bill and ask you to work together on a

bi-partisan basis to pass it.

Representative Willard Munger, you are the dean of this body and

we are asking you to join hands with Marcus Marsh and get this .pill to

my desk as soon as possible.

Also, I want to hold those who pollute our environment

accountable for the cleanup. There is also a'f~f~ness issue here.

Environmental violations must be dealt with fairly and with uniform

penalties against all violators, and we will work toward that end.

In the next four years, we believe there is much to be'gained

from reorganizing both the Pollution Control Agency and the Department

of Natural Resources. We wo~~d like to see more resources directed to

field work throughout the state and less t--o "paper shufflers" here in

st. Paul.

The 1990 Legislature passed a landmark law called the toxic

pollution prevention act. It was designed to encourage businesses and

individuals to reduce the amount of dangerous chemicals released into

the air, water and ground.
." ....

Representative Munger, I pledge that our administration-'will

vigorously enforce your law.

Whenever we deal with natural resources, we must.re1D~iUberthat

we do not inherit these resources from our parents .1:?~j;~_~.~.~llerswe., ,"
... - .... : ...

.. _ ... _...._._~'_._ ... _-_.,_ ..

borrow them from our children. Our children are well ah'ead o~us on

this issue.
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crisis is solved.

We intend to forge new partnerships in protecting out

environment •. , In doing so, we must strike a delicate balance and see:

mutual harmon~ among the tourism industry, sports ~en-and women,

business, and those who wish to preserve the serenity of a clear .riv(

or a majestic forest.

Another priority of ours is affordable health care for every

Minnesotan. We recognize that this is an ambitious undertaking, and

we will not be able to turn our full attention to it until our bUdget

'~

"But we will be proposing a pilot project in the bUdget we submi

for the next two yea~s that will begin to address this important

matter.

However, we in government are not 100 percent of the answer to

this problem either. If everyone in Minnesota would make~the

commitment to stop smoking, to exercise regularly and to eat more

healthy foods we could make enormous reductions in the cost of health

care. ., .. ,

~ ~ .....
.:..

We as individuals must begin to recognize that we have an

obligation.

Once the budget situation is under control, we would also like

to find a way to make higher edu~ation affordable to our citizens in

an era of spiralling college costs. Higher education should not be

out of the reach of so many people, and theoEdvest program I-proposed
o·

earlier is one way to make college more affordable.

closing statement.

-- -- - ~ .-.~ ~~
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Office & Computing Equipment
Employment Trends in Mpls-St. Paul
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Real Wages Are Falling Again
In Minnesota & the U.S.
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Minnesota General Fund
Revenues Vs. Spending
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Minnesota Nonfarm·Personallncome
Change From Year to Year
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Real Gross National Product
(Compound Annual Growth Rate)
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Office Vacancy Rates Nationally
Opposed to Downtpwn Mpls-St. Paul
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Twin Cities Office Space
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