





PREVALENT WESTERN ATTITUDE TOWARD NONALCOHOLIC DRUGS

While a continuum of "appropriate" alcohol use was carefully estab-
1ished, the use of nonalcoholic drugs was limited basically to two
kinds of individuals: those that were involved in trance-states

as priests or priestesses to the pagan panthion of gods, or to "bar-
barians" whom Heroditus described as never washing and going wild
with the use of cannabis.! Further, when Christianity replaced
pagan worship in the West, it is Tikely that nonalcoholic drugs
ceased to have a legitimate role at all and only infidels or pagans
would be involved in the use of nonalcoholic, recreational mood-
altering chemicals. Beyond this, the_whole concept of pleasure was
Tooked upon with pervading suspicion.® Within our early Western
heritage, the act of obtaining pleasure via nonalcoholic drugs would
have been considered both unwise and wrong. .

As Europe assimilated the "Western package," the evil power and un-
wholesomeness of nonalcoholic recreational drugs matured as a con-
cept and when the first major contact with an "infidel" power occurred
during the Crusades, again the phobia was reinforced. One character-
jstic of the infidels observed by the Crusaders was the use of mari-
juana.3 So to the Western mind, the alcohol-using agents of God en-
countered the demons of satan who used nonalcoholic drugs. The re-
Tationship between nonalcoholic pleasure drugs and evil incarnate

was reinforced for Western man. The ancient and medieval Western
identification with nonalcoholic pleasure drugs relating to unholy
evil powers probably accounted for the hostile reaction to coffee,
tea and tobacco, as these nonalcoholic drugs came into the scope of
an emerging Europe.

When coffee was introduced to Europe, moaarchs enacted severe physical
punishment upon those who used the drug.” Fredrick IT enjoined his
subjects to forsake coffee and drink beer like good Europeans.? The
use of tea in Europe was initially considered medicinal and its use was
carefully monitored. Among the British, 1tg distribution was actually
controlled by the government for 300 years.® When tobacco was carried
to Europe as another "foreign" drug, the medical profession attempted
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to control and limit its use and monarchs implored their subjects

not to take up the characteristics of "unchristian savages."7 Heavy
taxation and the penalty of death, among other prohibitive measures,
were employed to terminate the use of tobacco in the Western commum’ty8

Jong before any physical damage from excessive use of tobacco was an-
ticipated.
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In the best and worst of societies
the pursuit of pleasure for some
is the responsibility of others.






