
















































































MN DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS INVOLVEMENT

The Department of Corrections (DOC) has been a very important partner for us in combating
gangs in the State of Minnesota. As early as 1997, when the Minnesota Gang Strike Force was
created, DOC shared intelligence on gang members housed in their institutions. That
information was a very integral part of our current information on gang members in the state that
we have developed through the years.

In 2006, the DOC became a participating member of the Metro Gang Strike Force by assigning
Investigator Erin Spruance from their Office of Special Investigations to the Metro Office. She
immediately became an important part in our organization. Currently about 75% of her time is
involved in bringing together a long-term investigation involving a major gang in the area.

In 2008, Investigator Spruance provided information on thirteen homicides in Minneapolis, St.
Paul, and Bloomington; eleven federal narcotics and weapons investigations, four fugitive
investigations, three shootings which occurred in Minneapolis, and other gang related narcotics,
robbery, assault and kidnapping investigations.

In 2008, the DOC tracked 174 felony probationers who were either arrested or identified as being
part of a MGSF investigation. Of these, sixty-one were DOC supervised releases or former
offenders on felony probation at the county level for new convictions. Interestingly, there were
forty-one gang groups represented by the 174 felons who came in contact with MGSF
Investigators.

It is important to note that DOC and MGSF Investigators have worked together on Project Safe
Neighborhood and Safe Trails programs with the U.S. Attorney’s Office. These projects deal
with violence caused by emerging Native American Gangs operating throughout the state. Since
the creation of the MGSF, these partnerships have continued to grow with investigators at the
MGSF working along with the DOC to track and investigate criminally active Native American
Gangs.
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UNITED STATES ATTORNEY’S OFFICE INVOLVEMENT

The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Minnesota continues to be very helpful and
committed to working with the Metro Gang Strike Force in helping to address violent gang
crimes.

Assistant U.S. Attorney David Steinkamp is the prosecutor who is designated to work on crimes
committed by organized gangs. Our investigators have a good on-going working relationship
with Mr. Steinkamp.

In 2008 the MGSF worked with the U.S. Attorney’s office and other agencies on fourteen on-
going “Organized Criminal Drug Enforcement Task Force” (OCDETF) cases preparing for
federal indictments. MGSF investigators worked together on several large-scale, successful
gang prosecutions with Assistant U.S. Attorneys Steinkamp, Wilton, Hollenhorst, Winter and
Folks.

The MGSF had 84 arrests filed federally and charged through the U.S. Attorney’s Office during
2008. We currently have at least five more secret indictments where defendants have not yet
been arrested.

An added benefit of working with the U.S. Attorney’s Office is that with all cases presented to
the office for investigation or prosecution, MGSF officers must have a federal law enforcement
agent as a co-agent. Pairing our investigators with federal law enforcement agents has increased
and strengthened our working relationships with these agencies. Our investigators have
developed working relationships with federal agents to include the assignment of agents to the
MGSEF.
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U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT (ICE)
INVOLVEMENT

In 2007, the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) became an essential partner with
the MGSF. Special Agents Paul Nichols and Troy Szotkowski work full time at the MGSF
Office and have been a fine addition to our success.

The mission of ICE is to protect America and uphold public safety by targeting the people,
money, and materials that support terrorism and criminal activities. ICE Agents use both
immigration and customs authorities, as well as the additional authorities granted to them under
the Homeland Security Act and Patriot Act to enforce U.S. law. ICE Agents routinely arrest’
people for human smuggling, felonies related to immigration, international smuggling and
money laundering, child pornography, narcotics and bulk cash smuggling, and a host of other
criminal violations.

It has been very beneficial having Special Agents Nichols and Szotkowski assigned as
investigators with the MGSF because we now have someone in-house who can present our cases
to the U.S. Attorney’s Office for Federal Violations. Many of our gang members, we find, are
arriving from foreign countries, thus, we now have federal help with the arrest and detention of
criminal foreign nationals. In addition, with assistance from ICE, we now have access to their
federal database searches as well as their contacts with other federal agencies to assist us in our
gang investigations. ICE resources such as overtime pay, surveillance and investigative
equipment, and monies are obtained through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
agreement. With this federal assistance, the MGSF can now more easily target gangs with
international ties such as Somali gangs and Mexican gangs.

Several of the major 2008 accomplishments ICE Investigators, along with MGSF Investigators,
have been involved in are as follows:

1. Fifty documented gang members were charged and deported on immigration violations
during an ICE operation named “Operation Community Shield,” which MGSF
Investigators assisted with.

2. Twenty documented gang members were charged and deported on immigration violations
while assisting MGSF Investigators on MGSF cases.

3. Seven federal indictments and convictions on conspiracy to distribute cocaine and
methamphetamine. In reference to one of these cases, one of the subjects was a career
criminal and was given a life sentence while the others ranged from ten to twenty years in
prison.
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THE MAKING OF A LONG TERM INVESTIGATION

Investigators receive information about criminal gang activity or specific individuals in various
ways. Sources include; other law enforcement agencies, defendants, witnesses, and informants.
Often times the person involved are a low-ranking gang member or an associate who is involved
in the crime but he/she is not an actual gang member. The investigators must then decide if the
information is relevant to an on-going investigation or if it will assist them in targeting a high
raking gang member.

The MGSF Investigators will collectively decide whether to follow up if the intelligence is gang
related. A supervisor is part of the initial strategy meeting. Investigators will contact other local,
state, and federal enforcement agencies in an effort to avoid conflicts of interest. It is not unusual
that several agencies will have had dealings with the target of the investigation. In these
situations, information is shared and permission is received before proceeding with any new
investigation.

A short-term investigation can last for several months. However, if the investigators decide to
move ahead and put together a case that will extend into a long-term investigation, there are
several things that normally happen. They frequently employ small scale suppression techniques
such as weapon or drug buys. The purpose is to build a solid case on the low-ranking gang
member or associate to secure their cooperation as evidence is built against the main target.
Remember, when looking at specific actions of the MGSF Investigators, the activities first
appear to be non-gang related or drug driven, but in fact each action is part of a larger plan.

Once the investigators believe the elements of their work will meet the standards of a federal
case, they will meet with a prosecutor from the U. S. Attorney's Office. It takes multiple
meetings before a prosecutor agrees to enter into a larger long-term investigation. The prosecutor
will provide the investigators with a "work list." Items on the list contain steps for the
investigators to lead them through the process including, reviewing criminal histories, gathering
other intelligence by surveillance or additional narcotics buys to secure witness cooperation.

Once the work list is completed, the investigators will re-evaluate the main target and determine
the best way to proceed with the investigation. When the target is established, the prosecutor
prepares another work list for the case investigators. Items on this list will include interviewing
the informants and witnesses, as well as reviewing case evidence.

During the investigation other MGSF Investigators will assist with surveillance, search warrants,
suppressions, interviews, corroborating intelligence, locating persons of interest (victims,
witnesses or targets) collecting evidence, etc. All of this work from the very beginning is labor-
intensive and dangerous. Even though many of the players are low-ranking gang members, this
makes them no less dangerous because most if not all have access to guns.

Finally, when the prosecutor and investigators decide that evidence exists to charge the targets,
the federal indictments will be presented to a federal grand jury. If a "true bill" decision is
returned by the grand jury, the investigators move into the arrest portion of the process. Once the
targets are in custody the investigators begin interviewing (or "proffering") the defendants. This

33



portion takes countless hours. The work and documentation is mountainous! The proffering is
followed by the trail and plea portion of the case. Again, this part is tremendously time
consuming. The investigators continue their work right through sentencing.

‘What I have tried to demonstrate is just how dangerous and laborious a long-term investigation
is. All of this work is but a portion of the MGSF Investigator's day. They also assist the other
investigators with their cases and actions. It is truly a never ending cycle. So when you review
the final numbers; arrests made, guns and drugs seize, number of long-term investigations, gang
members documented, other agencies assisted and gang presentations made, please know that
these numbers are but a fraction of the work that has been done by your MGSF Investigators.
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A REVIEW OF SOME SELECTED 2008 MGSF
INVESTIGATIONS

MGSF Investigators were involved in an OCDETF case called Operation Blazing Saddles which
began in April 2007. In April 2008, the investigation was finally concluded with the arrest of
nineteen conspirators. At this time, all nineteen have been charged in federal and state courts for
their actions. In addition to the nineteen suspects that were arrested, 78.67 pounds of cocaine, 36
pounds of crystal meth, 7 vehicles and $613,000 was recovered. This investigation was a
collaborative effort between the MGSF Investigators and the Violent Crime Drug Squad of the
Minneapolis FBI. Many of the conspirators had close ties to the Mexican Mafia who were
delivering the drugs directly to Minnesota from Mexico.

MGSF Investigator Tim Noll (Lino Lakes PD) was asked by the Columbia Heights Police Chief
to assist his investigators with actions against the “Circle Terrace Boys” or CTB. The CTB’s
had a history of shootings, burglaries, and other gang related crimes. This collaborative action,
beginning in the spring of 2008, produced a number of arrests. Investigators served several
search warrants where guns and narcotics were recovered. As a result of this crime effort, the
crime rate in that part of Columbia Heights is down 30% according to Chief Scott Nadeau.

In February 2008, MGSF Investigators joined with Minneapolis VOTF and ATF in an OCDETF
case (Flaming Moe). Initial investigation was started in January 2007 by MGSF Investigator
Luke Peterson (Minneapolis PD). The OCDETF investigation lasted until the end of April
2008. The targets of this investigation were members of the Black P Stone gang which
originated in Chicago, IL. The Black P Stones were primarily located in South Minneapolis and
were involved in a major criminal enterprise. At the conclusion of the investigation twenty-nine
federal indictments were handed down. A house, half a dozen guns, several vehicles, and a large
amount of cash were seized. MGSF Sergeant Jeff Jindra and MGSF Investigator Mike Nimlos,
both of Minneapolis PD, assisted MGSF Investigator Peterson with the case investigation. This
is an outstanding example of a collaborative effort by state and federal agencies to dismantle a
large, violent gang enterprise.

On March 7, 2008, Baster weekend, a young Hispanic male was murdered at the intersection of
Portland Ave S and E Lake St in Minneapolis. Initial information revealed that the victim had
gang ties to the Surenos 13 gang. Approximately three hours later a Vatos Locos gang member
was murdered in the city of Richfield in retaliation for the previous Minneapolis homicide.
MGSF Investigators teamed up with the Minneapolis Homicide Investigators in identifying the
victims and any possible relationship between the two feuding gangs.

In May 2008, MGSF Investigators were conducting a gang saturation at St. Paul’s Cinco de
Mayo celebration when investigators learned that two people had been shot on St. Paul’s West-
Side. Investigators were alerted by a Confidential Informant (CI) that the suspects fled the area
in a motor vehicle. Contact was maintained with the CI who followed the suspects until they
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were stopped by the police. In cooperation with St. Paul’s Gang Unit and the West St. Paul
Police Department all five persons were arrested and four were charged with crimes ranging
from second degree assault, weapons crimes, and crimes to benefit a gang. All five suspects
involved are Surenos 13 gang members and the two victims of the shooting are Latin King Gang
members.

In June 2008, a MGSF Investigator was informed a Latin King Gang member was the victim of a
drive-by shooting that occurred on the Lafayette Bridge in St. Paul during rush-hour traffic.
MGSF Investigators, along with St. Paul’s Gang Unit, were able to identify the three suspects
involved in the shooting and recover the firearm used in the assault. The three suspects involved
in the shooting were documented Latin King Gang members; with the three witnesses to the
shooting being known Gangster Disciples gang members.

On July 14™, 2008 a Minnetonka gun store was burglarized in which 51-60 guns were taken.
The suspects are members of a Somali gang. Approximately 50 conspirators have been
identified and 9 guns recovered. Sergeant Todd Thompson (Ramsey County SO), Deputy Don
Sazma (Ramsey County SO), Samantha Wagner (State Criminal Intelligence Analyst) and other
investigators have been working closely with the Minnetonka PD and ATF to identify and
prosecute the perpetrators. The above investigation has opened other criminal investigations
related to Somali gang members. Their investigation has led them to Faribault, Rochester,
Hopkins and cities in-between.

In July 2008, MGSF Investigators assisted the West St. Paul Police Department investigate a
shooting that occurred between known BTMG (Blood Town Mafia Gangsters) and Surenos 13
gang members. By working together, two Surenos 13 gang members were charged with crimes
ranging from attempted murder to aiding an offender.

In late July, 2008, ICE Agents Paul Nichols and Troy Szotkowski along with other MGSF
Investigators conducted Operation Community Shield which targeted foreign national gang
members within the St Paul/Minneapolis Metro area. During the 2008 Gang Operation, fifty-
five targeted gang members were arrested. Three were presented and accepted for federal
prosecution. Two firearms and a kilo of cocaine were seized during the two subsequent search
warrants. All fifty-five targets face federal ICE charges and removal proceedings. During the
operation, five subjects were arrested on other local warrants. Agents and investigators made
contact with over 200 gang members. This information was documented in ICE Gangs and in
the MN GangNET database.

In August 2008, a large number of MGSF Investigators were part of several gang saturations on
the East side of St Paul. These saturations were initiated by Alesia Metry (Maplewood PD),
Chris Tayson (Ramsey County SO), and John Hankes (Ramsey County SO), after a female
cancer survivor, who was walking around Lake Phalen, was severely beaten with a baseball
bat by Asian gang members. These saturations resulted in several criminal and immigration
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violation arrests. Substantial leads were uncovered and turned over to the St Paul Homicide
Division.

On September 23, 2008 a young male was murdered in the alley behind 4035 28™ Ave S in
Minneapolis. The shooting was first thought to be a case of mistaken identity. MGSF
Investigators were able to provide information that the shooting was gang related. MGSF
Investigators along with Minneapolis Homicide Investigators arrested Edgar Rene Quintana-
Barrientos for probable cause homicide. Quintana-Barrientos remains in custody and is currently
awaiting trial.

In November 2008, MGSF Investigators assisted St. Paul’s Homicide and Gang Units with their
investigation into the deadly shooting of Jacob McKenzie on St. Paul’s west side. Days after the
shooting, the suspect, a documented Brown Pride gang member, turned himself into the St. Paul
Police Department and was charged with felony murder.

MGSF Investigators performed multiple saturations in and around the funeral services for the
two shooting victims. Investigators seized several hand guns and intervened in several possible
gang retaliations. Investigators worked closely with the family and local law enforcement
officials over the entire Easter weekend and successfully diffused this volatile situation.

Throughout 2008, MGSF Investigators continue to assist the ATF with Operation Smoke-Out,
which has focused on the commercial burglaries of tobacco stores throughout the Twin Cities
metro area. During the course of the investigation, numerous suspects have been arrested,
charged and convicted of an array of crimes from possession of stolen property, weapons charges
and burglary. Five of the suspects found guilty were documented Gangster Disciples or
associate members of the gang.

On December 17™, 2008 MGSF Investigators opened an Oxycontin case involving several white-
collar employees. The Oxycontin was being stolen and distributed throughout the city of
Minneapolis with a large amount ending up in the Little Earth Indian neighborhood in South
Minneapolis. Native Mob gang members were attempting to establish a distribution network.
After MGSF Investigators identified the principle sources from Bloomington to South
Minneapolis, they contacted the DEA who became the lead agency. Several arrests have been
made throughout the state and the investigation is still ongoing.

Since spring 2008, Investigator Darryl Loken (Hennepin County SO) has been tracking and
documenting Hybrid gang members. In late May, Investigator Loken and a Minneapolis School
Liaison Officer were instrumental in disarming several suspects across the street from Patrick
Henry High School, where they were waiting to open fire on gang rivals.

Investigator Loken has been able to document and track eleven known Hybrid gangs, along with
the assistance of Jana Hein and Samantha Wagner, State Criminal Intelligence Analysts. These
Hybrid gangs have spread from North Minneapolis to the Northern suburbs into Anoka County.

37



Investigator Loken has worked closely with Terry Bean (Hennepin County SO) and Greg
Burstad (Brooklyn Park PD) in serving search warrants and other actions against this flourishing
gang enterprise.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

The MGSF provides a variety of services to law enforcement agencies state-wide as well as
schools and civic groups. However, our most important function is to provide investigative
help and gang intelligence to police departments needing assistance when a critical incident
occurs in their city. The vast majorities of police departments do not have the resources or the
manpower to adequately document and work gang related crimes because of budget constraints.
The MGSF is an “instant gang resource” for all to use.

A prime example of MGSF Investigators working together with another police department to
solve a serious gang related crime is the shooting that just occurred in the City of Edina at the
Southdale Mall. On Friday, February 27" MGSF Investigators worked closely with the Edina
Police Department from the onset. The MGSF Investigators tentatively identified the gangs
involved and the shooter within three hours. On Monday, March 1%, the shooter was taken into
custody in south Minneapolis by MGSF Investigators Greg Peterson (Richfield PD) and Greg
Burstad (Brooklyn Park PD). It was their unique knowledge of the gang members that enabled
them to bring this terrible incident to a rapid and safe conclusion. This is exactly how a
collaborative case investigation should work!

If T could offer one bit of advice to the Advisory Board it would be this; do not let your local
control over the MGSF be wrestled from you. This is one of the top multi-jurisdictional task
forces in the country. Each of you has to personally answer for the gang violence in your cities
and jurisdictions. Do not let someone without personal stakes in this matter decide what is best
for the citizens you serve. The MGSF is one of your best tools in fighting gang violence. With
the unprecedented growth of gangs in the metro area and around the state, the efforts of the
MGSF will become increasingly important.
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PERSONAL CLOSING STATEMENT

Of all the MGSF accomplishments in 2008, it is the series of events that took place on July 4™
that captures the spirit of a well trained and well staffed multijurisdictional task force. At 9:00
AM on July 4™ MGSF Investigators met at McMurray Field (south of Como Park, St Paul) for
the National Hmong Soccer Tournament. This event draws in excess of 40,000 people from
around the country. The investigators understood that they would be doing gang saturations at
this and at three other events back to back and that they would be enforcing a “Zero Tolerance”
gang policy throughout the day. “Zero Tolerance” simply means that when aggressive or illegal
behavior is observed by suspected gang members, the investigators would give a verbal warning
to resolve the issue and if that was unsuccessful, arrests would be made when necessary.

At the conclusion of their shift at the Hmong Soccer Tournament and with the temperature being
in the 90’s, the investigators went directly to the Taste of Minnesota at Harriet Island in St Paul.
They assisted the St. Paul Gang Unit in ongoing gang suppression.

At the conclusion of this saturation, the investigators proceeded directly to Veteran’s Park in
Richfield for the Richfield Fireworks celebration. This is a family event that draws in excess
40,000 people each year. This event was nearly cancelled because of previous gang violence.
By the end of the night numerous actions had been taken by the investigators but no major
incidents were reported.

At 11:30 PM, MGSF personnel made their way to the Myth Nightclub in Maplewood where they
worked with Maplewood officers and members of the Ramsey County SO in gang saturation
where 4,500 people from the Hmong Soccer Tournament were in attendance, many of them
being known gang members. The action was cancelled at 3:00 AM and no major incidents were
reported.

It would be an understatement to say that at the end of the investigators’ eighteen hour work day
they were extremely fatigned. During my thirty-eight years in law enforcement, and looking
back to my service in Vietnam, I have never witnessed a group of men and women work so
professionally and unselfishly as they did that day. There is not another law enforcement
organization in this state that could have turned out nearly 100% of its personnel on a voluntary
basis and accomplish what they did that day.

I personally want to thank each and every investigator and support staff at the MGSF for their

dedicated work in 2008. I am tremendously proud of these hard working men and women and I
am sure that the Oversight Board completely shares my feelings.
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